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PRESS RELEASE 

For immediate release 

Age Verification providers welcome US Supreme Court decision on age verification 

London, 27 June 2025 – The Age Verification Providers Association, the global trade association 
for suppliers of age assurance technology, welcomed the judgement of the US Supreme Court 
permitting age verification as a constitutional means of protecting children from exposure to 
adult content online, in upholding Texas law HB1181. 

“adults have no First Amendment right to avoid age verification, and the statute can 
readily be understood as an effort to restrict minors’ access. Any burden experienced by 
adults is therefore only incidental to the statute’s regulation of activity that is not protected 
by the First Amendment. That fact makes intermediate scrutiny the appropriate standard 
under our precedents.” (Page 18) 

The Association submitted an Amicus Brief to the Court which was quoted several times by the 
Justices during the oral hearing in January. 

The Court had to decide two issues – the first was which legal standard should apply, and the 
second was whether age verification passed that standard.  The Court overturned the view of the 
lower court but only as far as to impose a requirement for intermediate scrutiny – so the question 
then became whether age verification serves an important governmental interest, is substantially 
related to achieving that interest, does not burden substantially more speech than necessary and 
leaves open ample alternative channels for lawful expression.  The Court decided age verification 
as required by HB1181 is legal because “Texas is not required to adopt the least restrictive 
means of advancing its interests to pass intermediate scrutiny.” (Footnote 14, page 34) 

The judgement of the Court is clearly that age assurance technology has now progressed to the 
point that it is no more unreasonable to require that users prove their age to access adult 
websites than it is to make them do so to buy a beer or enter a strip club 

Iain Corby, Executive Director of the AVPA said: 

“We welcome the Court’s decision to uphold Texas’ law, accepting that modern age 
assurance technology is effective, proportionate and privacy-preserving. With over a billion 
age checks conducted globally each year, age verification is now a proven tool to help 
protect children from harmful online content. 
 
We expect this judgment to accelerate the adoption of age verification laws across the 
remaining 26 US states and globally.  We look forward to working with both regulators and 
the adult industry to implement systems that are simple for users, including being reusable 
and interoperable across platforms.   This degree of collaboration has been successful in 
the UK where leading sites only yesterday committed to comply with its new law from the 
end of July. 
 
We will also continue to support lawmakers around the world in aligning regulation with 
emerging international standards, ensuring adult sites can comply consistently across 
jurisdictions and operate on a level playing field.”  
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Notes for Editors 

• The court’s decision is here https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/23-
1122_3e04.pdf  

• An example of an interoperable, resuable ecosystem is AgeAware from euCONSENT 
ASBL https://avpassociation.com/interoperability-through-ageaware-from-euconsent/ 

• The relevant International Standards for age assurance are ISO/IEC 27566-1 and IEEE 
2089.1 

• The AVPA’s Amicus Brief can be found here https://avpassociation.com/consultation-
response/avpa-files/ 

• The AVPA’s Amicus Brief was prepared the Court by attorneys Aaron Streett and Brent 
Cooper of Baker Botts LLP, with support from Jeff Wald of Nelson Mullins 

 

 

About The Age Verification Providers Association 

The AVPA is the global trade body for independent providers of privacy-protecting, standards-
based, age assurance technology.  Our mission is to make the Internet “age-aware” 

As an association, we work to: 

• Inform and educate the public, industry and media on age verification and age estimation 
solutions and technology. 

• Promote a positive image of privacy-preserving age assurance and the independent sector 
which delivers it. 

• Represent the industry to regulators and law makers for the advancement of best practice. 

The AVPA was formed in 2018 and is growing rapidly as the age and identity provider industry 
takes off. 

The AVPA is governed by a representative Board drawn from its member organisations. 

www.avpassociation.com  
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